21. Lecember 194Z.

LAYETON CHURCH BELLS.
Dear 8ir,

With reference to Mr, Hughes' examination on the 14'th
inst of the bells, fittings and fremework we heg to report as
foellows :-

TEE BELLS form s ring of five, the Ienor or largest veighing
zbout 10} ewt, They were cast in 1633 from the metsl of the
four previous bells snd it is thought they are the work of
John Clifton vho wes founding here from 1632-164C. The Tener
was recsst here in 1??6. All zre sound but the Tenor is
"approximately & semltone flat. It would therefore he necessary
to have the bells at the Foundry to be corrected under the
tuning machine. They should alsc be turned to bring a fresh
surfece of metal under the clapper.

The Edwardisn Inventory of 1552 states that the steeple
conteined four bells,
THE F HGE, viz: the headstocks (cross-beasms to which the
bells sre sttached) wheels, besrings, supporting ironwork,
clappers and pulleys ete: are in exceedingly poor condition
and quite beyond repaif.
IHE BELL-FHAME is of oak and iz probably of the same date as
thes belle (1633) It ie probably a reconstruction of the former
freme. It 1= ;ery weak snd muach of the timber in bad condition.
The Joints in the snle_plataa grc very poor, The West s=ide was
at some time found %o be weak andlhaa been patched with
horigontal layers over the whole depth of the struts or braces,
The hesd timbers have been wedged out to the walls on all four

sides. It would be impossible %0 satisfactorily repair tHe
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freme to eerry the bells for ringing up.
RECOMMENLATIONS. The only way to place the bells into

satiafactory "ringing" order ig to rehang them with completely
hew fittings and framework, the frsme to be bolted to = Figid
roundation snchored to the four walls. The weight should =lso
be distributed to vetter advantage, viz: the two heaviest bells
should swing East and Wegt which 1s the stronger directionm |

of the Tower. A&t present four of the bells, - the Ireble,
third, fourth aﬁd Tenor, swing North and South,

The bells should be re-tuned and the "cast.in" clapper-
staples should be drilled out to allow the bells to be turned om
quarter.

A new bell=chamber floor would also he necessary, znd this
should be below and independent of the bell-frame foundation,

The whole of this work would cost approximately £430, 0, 0,
but 1t woula not be possible to ea}rr it out until after the
war; - licences could not be obtalned at present for the
greater peét of the materials, aﬁd labour would not be avallable
for this kiné of work.

It would hovw ever be possible, se = temporary messure, to
refit the chimlng hammers, it nev pulleys snd ropee nnd connect
up to the chime bracket. This would enable the belle to be
sounded when permitted, and one person eould operste the flve

bellis. Three of the hammers would have to be refitted oh new

supports. The cost of this would be - - £ 17, 16, U,
¥e shall be happy to give you any further details desired
and remain, Yours falthfully,

The R ev: F. J., Barff,
Layston Vicarage,
Puntingford, EHerts.



